
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4 February, 2020

From 7.30pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present – Andrew Shone – Chair, Cllrs Ruth Appleby, George Peto, Joanne Nichols & Steven Farrell
In Attendance - Martin Chilvers – Clerk. Cllr John Riddle (from 8.00) 

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllr Cook
2. Declarations of interest – None were declared
3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 

circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr John Riddle attended the meeting from 8.00pm. See below.
5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk highlighted that there was a Community Network Meeting 
on Thursday 5 March at Corsenside Parish Hall in West Woodburn. All were invited to attend and 
provide ideas, feedback to the Ray Windfarm CIC Directors, but as there was buffet provided it would be 
good if residents could call Jane Cartridge on 07762 179 579 or email at admin@raywindfund.co.uk  to 
confirm a place. The Clerk also advised that the Ray Windfund Facebook was now operational and would
provide details of ongoing events and news. It was highlighted that the Annual Meeting was scheduled for
3 June at Colwell Village Hall and the Clerk reminded all of the various funding opportunities. 
b) item 5b: Road safety in the Parish  :   The Clerk advised NCC had reported that designers and engineers 
would be visiting the village in the near future to assess the options.    
c) item 5c: Community Speed Watch scheme: The Clerk advised that this was a topic on the agenda for the
meeting with the Police & Crime Commissioner meeting on 6 February. 
d) item 5d: Revitalising Redesdale update: The Clerk provided details of the email he had shared with the 
Councillors on the options for a proposed sculpture at the river Rede source near Carter Bar. It was agreed
feedback would be provided to him before the end of the month.        
e) item 5f: Otterburn street lights: The Clerk advised he was still chasing for a response regarding the 
changing of the street lights at Bridge End to LED consistent with the rest of the village. 
f) item 5g: Dog mess dispensers and signage: The Chair reported that the dispenser located alongside the 
RTC was totally destroyed. It was agreed the Clerk would look at different options for a more ‘robust’ 
dispenser and share possibilities for consideration. It was noted that the amount of dog mess being left 
was beginning to get bad again across the parish.
g) item 5j: Northumbria Water Treatment Works, legacy: The Clerk advised he had now received an 
‘official’ response from NCC as to why they do not support the funding of flashing speed control lights 
and he had shared with with Paul Wood (NWL). He was waiting a response.  
h) item 5k: Work at the Children’s Play Area: The Chair and Cllr Farrell had not as yet had chance to find
time to do the work but hoped to do so soon.   
i) item 5l: Rural Crime and meeting with Police Commissioner: The Clerk highlighted the meeting on 
Thursday and advised who was due to attend from the Police force as well as neighbouring parishes.  
j) item 5m: Maintenance of public seating and possible new seating: The Clerk advised that the ‘Fastdek’ 
stand for the seat was due to be delivered in the next couple of weeks. It was agreed to ask the ‘Handy-
man’ to quote for the installation of the item.  
k)     item 8a: Social media for the Parish Council  : Cllr Peto provided details of options. It was agreed that 
any Facebook page for the Parish Council would need permission to join and would only be for providing
information so that comments could not be posted on the site. He agreed to progress matters and the Clerk
as well as Cllr Nichols would have access on behalf of the Parish Council.
 
6. Finance
a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for December, 2019 and January, 2020: The Clerk’s claim for salary & 
expenses was agreed.
b) Reimbursement to P. Tully for Christmas tree lights: This was confirmation of the agreement between 
meetings for Mr Tully to purchase a further three strings of lights at a cost of £58.20. 
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7. Planning –
a) 19/04911/LBC: Listed Building Consent: Replace two windows to the front of the house: 4 Bankfoot, 
Otterburn, NE191NU: Following discussion this application was supported by all Councillors.  
b) 19/03962/CCD: Construction of new salt barn to replace existing open bulk road storage bay. 
Demolition of existing vehicle block: NCC Highways Depot, Otterburn, NE19 1HA (Updated 
documentation): There was discussion regarding the new documentation received. There was agreement 
among the Councillors that the proposal would make the area look tidier than it was presently. It was 
noted that the site had been at the current location since 1940. Also it was noted that the proposed trees 
that NCC would plant would obscure the new dome from most angles although it was questioned as to 
what type would be planted and who would maintain these given the current state of the area. The Chair 
advised he believed there were no aspects of the application that the Parish Council could object. Cllr 
Peto advised he had some reservations and would like to hear from residents. There was a provisional 
agreement among the Councillors not to object the application however this was on condition that NCC 
clarified details of their investigation for an alternative site for the depot. It was noted however that as a 
response was not required until 18 February further consideration would be given before the Clerk would 
be asked to respond to NCC.  
c) Elizabeth Landmark, Cold Law – appeal support request: The Councillors assessed and discussed the 
information provided by Lord Devonport via the Clerk.  It was agreed by all Councillors that they felt 
they could not support the appeal. 

8. New Business
a) Litter picking event, 2020: The Clerk provided details suggesting sometime the weekend of 28 March.  
A date would be confirmed and shared across the parish seeking volunteers. 
b) NCC libraries consultation:  The Clerk shared details and provided copies for residents to complete in 
the Memorial Hall. Additionally via the Parish Council website people could access the link to complete 
the survey online.  
c) 885 bus service to Hexham: The Clerk provided details of the problems that caused the non-attendance 
of the bus a couple of weeks ago. Should customers wish to be advised if the bus was running late then 
they could provide the Clerk their contact details that would be passed on the bus operator. It was 
highlighted that the service would continue to provide a larger bus that allowed more passengers as well 
as their luggage following the problems caused by the smaller bus.
d) VE Day Church service: Cllr Peto advised that after speaking to Rev Ryder it was being proposed that 
there would be a service on Sunday 10 May. He reported that it was hoped there would be a choir in 
attendance and that pupils from the Otterburn School would be playing a part in the arrangements and the 
event on the day.
e) Northumberland Day 2020: The Councillors agreed to consider possibilities as to how the Parish could 
be involved and discuss the matter at the March meeting.  
f) Condition of railings on road to RTC Sports Centre at entrance of footpath to Brierley Gardens: The 
Clerk advised he had reported the damaged railings and was waiting a reply from NCC.  
9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
There was no other business raised.  
The Chair invited Cllr Riddle to provide an update. Cllr Riddle advised that there was due to be a focus 
on rural roads maintenance in 2020-21 and that a specialised piece of equipment had been purchased to 
work on minor, narrow, roads. He advised rain this year had done more damage to the roads than ice and 
snow from previous winters. A new fire station was due to be opened in Ponteland shortly. He advised 
that whilst he didn’t know the outcome he was fearful for the future of the West Woodburn school that 
now had no pupils and that only responses were received from the recent consultation. 
Cllr Riddle advised he had received a letter from Guy Opperman MP saying he was seeking assurances 
that the Chief Constable would be taking action to kerb the speeding of vehicles through local villages.
10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 3 March, 2020 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  Meeting closed 8.25pm.
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